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ROPCRT OF 7HD CIVIL AEPONATITICS BOARD
on the
Investigetion of on Accident Invelving Aircraflt
During < Local Instruction #light

Prlot Instructor Mergsn Ross Irwin end his student, Thomzs Harry
McCullough, were fetally injured in an =2ccident whichk occurrea about
12 mles south-southwest of Newlind Aarport, 'laco, Texas, at approxa-
mately 4:30 pom., on July 21, 1943. Irmn held 2 cormzarcaral pilot
certificate nith sinzle—ngine land, 0=80 n.p., <and flight anstructor
ratings. H had accumelatea zbout 500 acurs of Zlight timwe, 211 in
the type airereft anvelved. JeCuilough, a Var Training Service
traince in the Navy intermediate coarse, hazc completced cbout 42 hours
of duzl and solc flight training. The rireraft, a Taylorcraft L2A
(Army iderntiiicetaion AC-42-36038), ovned by tne United States Lrmy
ALir Forces end on loon o tae Viar Training Service, was demclished by
1mpact and fire,

Instructor I:ian, occunyvinig the rear seat, and Student McCullough
the front seat, took off from the Vedand Airport a2t approxamatlaly
5455 pern. for o dazl instruction £light in the third poracd of the
Navy controlled aintermediati coursc. There were no knowm witnesscs whe
could adcntify the aircraft durine the 1light until 1t was observed
about 4:30 pom. by a fermer who Jas vorkinz in a cottonfiald in the
vicinity of the accident. ¢ descrabed the plene as comng from the
south at a low altituds and passianp over a corrfield adjacent to tne
f101d 1n vhich ne was vorking., A short distance from this waitness, the
pilot made a lcft turn, durirg vhich *he aircrsit slappcd To the
ground on tac left waing tip, cartwnoelid and cume to ruest right side
up ebout 60 feet from whrere lhe witness stood. Thilce the vmtness vas
tryang to extricate Lhe occupants, the plane burst inte flames and
prevented any further roscu. attenpts.

Txamination of tne wreckage revealed no cvidence of failure of any
part of the aireraft prior no the asccident ond the condition of the
broken wocden propeller indicated tnat considerable power «=S being
doveloped at the time of impact. The surrounding torrazn vas suitacle
for an emcrgercy lending and investigation disclosed that there was
suflficient fuel for continazd {laght.

The probable caasc of this accident was loss of control ithile
mancuvering the acreraft at a dangcrously low sltaitude.
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